
627 

Economic Development Administration, Commerce § 307.16 

local law. The standard loan docu-
ments must include, at a minimum, 
the following: 

(i) Loan application; 
(ii) Loan agreement; 
(iii) Promissory note; 
(iv) Security agreement(s); 
(v) Deed of trust or mortgage (as ap-

plicable); 
(vi) Agreement of prior lien holder 

(as applicable); and 
(vii) Guaranty agreement (as applica-

ble). 
(c) Interest rates. An RLF Recipient 

may make loans and may guarantee 
loans to eligible borrowers at interest 
rates and under conditions determined 
by the RLF Recipient to be appropriate 
in achieving the goals of the RLF. 
However, the minimum interest rate 
an RLF can charge is four (4) percent-
age points below the lesser of the cur-
rent money center prime interest rate 
quoted in the Wall Street Journal, or the 
maximum interest rate allowed under 
State law. In no event shall the inter-
est rate be less than four (4) percent. 
However, should the prime interest 
rate listed in the Wall Street Journal ex-
ceed fourteen (14) percent, the min-
imum RLF interest rate is not required 
to be raised above ten (10) percent if 
doing so compromises the ability of the 
RLF Recipient to implement its fi-
nancing strategy. 

(d) Private leveraging. (1) RLF loans 
must leverage private investment of at 
least two dollars for every one dollar of 
such RLF loans. This leveraging re-
quirement applies to the RLF portfolio 
as a whole rather than to individual 
loans and is effective for the duration 
of the RLF’s operation. To be classified 
as leveraged, private investment must 
be made within twelve (12) months 
prior to approval of an RLF loan, as 
part of the same business development 
Project, and may include: 

(i) Capital invested by the borrower 
or others; 

(ii) Financing from private entities; 
or 

(iii) The non-guaranteed portions and 
ninety (90) percent of the guaranteed 
portions of the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration’s 7(A) loans and 504 deben-
ture loans. 

(2) Private investments shall not in-
clude accrued equity in a borrower’s 
assets. 

§ 307.16 Disbursement of funds to Re-
volving Loan Funds. 

(a) Pre-disbursement requirements. 
Prior to any disbursement of EDA 
funds, RLF Recipients are required to 
provide in a form acceptable to EDA: 

(1) Evidence of fidelity bond coverage 
for persons authorized to handle funds 
under the Grant award in an amount 
sufficient to protect the interests of 
EDA and the RLF. Such insurance cov-
erage must exist at all times during 
the duration of the RLF’s operation; 
and 

(2) Evidence of certification in ac-
cordance with § 307.15(b)(1). 

(b) Timing of request for disbursements. 
An RLF Recipient shall request dis-
bursements of Grant funds only to 
close a loan or disburse RLF funds to a 
borrower. The RLF Recipient must dis-
burse the RLF funds to a borrower 
within thirty (30) days of receipt of the 
Grant funds. Any Grant funds not dis-
bursed within the thirty (30) day period 
shall be refunded to EDA pursuant to 
paragraph (e) of this section. 

(c) Amount of disbursement. The 
amount of a disbursement of Grant 
funds shall not exceed the difference, if 
any, between the RLF Capital and the 
amount of a new RLF loan, less the 
amount, if any, of the Local Share re-
quired to be disbursed concurrent with 
the Grant funds. However, RLF Income 
held to reimburse eligible administra-
tive costs need not be disbursed in 
order to draw additional Grant funds. 

(d) EDA funds account. The RLF Re-
cipient shall establish and maintain an 
interest-bearing account designated as 
the ‘‘EDA funds account,’’ indicating 
that monies deposited therein are held 
for funding approved Closed Loans. The 
RLF Recipient shall withdraw funds or 
order a transfer from the EDA funds 
account for lending to eligible bor-
rowers or return of funds to EDA. 

(e) Delays. If the RLF Recipient re-
ceives Grant funds and the RLF loan 
disbursement is subsequently delayed 
beyond thirty (30) days, the RLF Re-
cipient must notify the applicable 
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grants officer and return such non-dis-
bursed funds to EDA. Grant funds re-
turned to EDA shall be available to the 
RLF Recipient for future draw-downs. 
When returning prematurely drawn 
Grant funds, the RLF Recipient must 
clearly identify on the face of the 
check or in the written notification to 
the applicable grants officer ‘‘EDA,’’ 
the Grant award number, the words 
‘‘Premature Draw,’’ and a brief descrip-
tion of the reason for returning the 
Grant funds. 

(f) Local share. (1) Cash Local Share 
of the RLF may only be used for lend-
ing purposes. The cash Local Share 
must be used either in proportion to 
the Grant funds or at a faster rate than 
the Grant funds. 

(2) When an RLF has a combination 
of In-Kind Contributions and cash 
Local Share, the cash Local Share and 
the Grant funds will be disbursed pro-
portionately as needed for lending ac-
tivities, provided that the last twenty 
(20) percent of the Grant funds may not 
be disbursed until all cash Local Share 
has been expended. The full amount of 
the cash Local Share shall remain for 
use in the RLF. 

§ 307.17 Effective utilization of Revolv-
ing Loan Funds. 

(a) Loan closing and disbursement 
schedule. (1) RLF loan activity must be 
sufficient to draw down Grant funds in 
accordance with the schedule pre-
scribed in the award conditions for 
loan closings and disbursements to eli-
gible RLF borrowers. The schedule usu-
ally requires that the RLF Recipient 
lend the entire amount of the initial 
RLF Capital base within three (3) years 
of the Grant award. 

(2) If an RLF Recipient fails to meet 
the prescribed lending schedule, EDA 
may de-obligate the non-disbursed bal-
ance of the RLF Grant. EDA may allow 
exceptions where: 

(i) Closed Loans approved prior to the 
schedule deadline will commence and 
complete disbursements within forty- 
five (45) days of the deadline; 

(ii) Closed Loans have commenced 
(but not completed) disbursement obli-
gations prior to the deadline; or 

(iii) EDA has approved a time sched-
ule extension pursuant to § 307.17(b). 

(b) Time schedule extensions. (1) RLF 
Recipients shall promptly inform EDA 
in writing of any condition that may 
adversely affect their ability to meet 
the prescribed schedule deadlines. RLF 
Recipients must submit a written re-
quest to EDA for continued use of 
Grant funds beyond a missed deadline 
for disbursement of RLF funds. RLF 
Recipients must provide good reason 
for the delay in their extension re-
quests and must demonstrate that: 

(i) The delay was unforeseen or be-
yond the control of the RLF Recipient; 

(ii) The financial need for the RLF 
still exists; 

(iii) The current and planned use and 
the anticipated benefits of the RLF 
will remain consistent with the current 
CEDS and the RLF Plan; and 

(iv) The proposal of a revised time 
schedule is reasonable. An extension 
request must also provide an expla-
nation as to why no further delays are 
anticipated. 

(2) EDA is under no obligation to 
grant a time extension and in the event 
an extension is denied, EDA may 
deobligate all or part of the unused 
Grant funds and terminate the Grant. 

(c) Capital utilization standard. (1) 
During the Revolving Phase, RLF Re-
cipients must manage their repayment 
and lending schedules to provide that 
at all times at least seventy-five (75) 
percent of the RLF Capital is loaned or 
committed. The following exceptions 
apply: 

(i) An RLF Recipient that antici-
pates making large loans relative to 
the size of its RLF Capital base may 
propose a Plan that provides for main-
taining a capital utilization percentage 
greater than twenty-five (25) percent; 
and 

(ii) EDA may require an RLF Recipi-
ent with an RLF Capital base in excess 
of $4 million to adopt a Plan that 
maintains a proportionately higher 
percentage of its funds loaned. 

(2) When the percentage of loaned 
RLF Capital falls below the applicable 
capital utilization percentage, the dol-
lar amount of the RLF funds equiva-
lent to the difference between the ac-
tual percentage of RLF Capital loaned 
and the applicable capital utilization 
percentage is referred to as ‘‘excess 
funds.’’ 
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